OAK LEAVES - SPECIAL STEWARDSHIP EDITION

Learning How to be the People of God!
From Pastor Scott Nowack and the LiveOak Church Stewardship Team

Stewardship Awareness Drive: Live Simply
“They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the
life that really is life.” – 1 Timothy 6:18-19
Dear Friends and Members of LiveOak Church,
Each year, we ask one another to plan our generosity for the coming year to sustain this healthy,
vigorous, and joyful community of believers.
As followers of Jesus, the measure of our stewardship is not only what we give, but what we
keep for ourselves. What are we willing to share?
We began our stewardship drive on May 8th. We are in the middle of a four-week stewardship
emphasis for LiveOak called Live Simply. We will learn how to become more generous givers
and faithful stewards as we explore what it means to:
● Live Simply as we follow Jesus (May 8)
● Live Simply as we explore the truth about our consumer culture (May 15)
● Live Simply with the support of our church family (May 22)
● Live Simply and generously by living with and sharing enough (May 29)
Each week we will focus on one of these themes during worship in creative and inviting ways.
We hope you will be present each week. And then, on May 29, 2022, during the worship
service, we will join one another in presenting our commitments of giving in support of the
ministry and mission to which we are called as LiveOak Church.
Paul shares his simple secret of contentment in Philippians 4 when he says that he can do all
things through Christ. During our Live Simply emphasis, may we learn to more fully follow and
rely on Jesus while loving and serving in community, and experience more deeply the joy of a
simple yet generous and abundant life and faith—life that really is life.
In Christian fellowship,

Rev. Scott D. Nowack
Senior Pastor
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YOUR GIFTS MAKE A
DIFFERENCE!
Your financial support, along with your time and talents, make a difference. It is a
difference that supports the very heart and soul of LiveOak Church: empowering
the church to reach out those in need, touching lives and sharing the good news of
the gospel. It supports good communication, whether through our “Text in Church”
app, the Oak Leaves newsletter, or our website (liveoak-church.org). It supports our
Children’s Ministry on Sunday mornings with an outstanding educational program
that enriches the lives of our children. It supports our ability to Livestream our
worship services each Sunday and post them to our Youtube channel.

Easter Egg Hunt 2022
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Volunteers giving of themselves to God and to a neighbor in need after tornadoes tore through
Elgin in March.

Your decision today will make a difference. A generous commitment that reflects
your hope for the future will add more pictures of people to these pages; pictures of
people we don’t yet know; pictures of children yet to be born.
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Your decision not to commit hinders our planning and will mean that some of these
pictures might disappear in the future. Either way, your decision will make a
difference!

What We Seek
The income we seek enables us to have spirit-filled worship services, opportunities for
spiritual growth, and mission giving. It supports strong, compassionate and skilled
pastoral and artistic leadership. The budget provides for a safe and updated
infrastructure, and the security and maintenance of our buildings and equipment. The
income pays for a wide range of operating expenses—property and liability insurance,
internet service, Sunday morning childcare, and more.

“Surely

God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord
God is my strength and my might; and he has become my salvation.”
-Isaiah 12:2
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I heard it said that, “Digging deep to give to the church helps us re-order our
priorities.”
By considering our gift to the church as a proportion of income (instead of giving
what’s left over after our other spending choices), we establish priorities that
reﬂect our relationship with God through Jesus Christ. This requires prayer and
faith.
Giving doesn’t change God, it changes the one who gives and the world. By giving
to God first, it shows what is most important to us. When we give, we belong. We
learn to minister and be ministered to.

Where the Money Goes?

At LiveOak Church, we categorize the ministries of the church during our monthly
session meetings and our annual meeting. It is important to remember that all of
these seemingly ordinary categories translate into ministries. There is a purpose to
keeping the lights on and paying our dedicated church staff — because these things
enable our work as the church to call and equip disciples to spread the Gospel of
Jesus Christ through thought, word and deed.
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Here is a snapshot of the ministries your generosity makes possible:

The Worship Ministry of our Church
● Provided by our Pastor, Director of Music, and volunteer musicians
● Sunday services with excellent music
● Special Services throughout the year (ex. Christmas Eve, Good Friday, etc.)

The Education Ministry of our Church
●
●
●
●
●

Sunday School classes for children and youth
Professional Child Care Workers
TWO Weekly Bible studies
Youth Ministry
Confirmation class

Caring for our Members
●
●
●
●

Provided by our Pastor
Care for the sick, the homebound, the hurting and the grieving
Baptisms, weddings, funerals, and memorial services
Diverse fellowship groups

The Evangelism, Mission & Outreach Ministries of our Church
●
●
●
●
●

Hill Country Community Ministries
Hope Austin
Street Youth Ministry
Serve Sunday
Habitat for Humanity

A Place for Ministry to Take Place
● Led by volunteers
● Support and maintain our church campus

Live Simply
Sermon Series
May 8th

“Live Simply: Follow Jesus”
Scripture: Matthew 6:19-34
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May 15th

“Live Simply: Face the Truth”
Scripture: Psalm 51:10-12; Matthew 14:25-31

May 22nd “Live Simply: Act Together”
Scripture: John 13:31-35

May 29th

“Live Simply: Share Enough”
Scripture: Philippians 4:11-13

Next Steps: How to Give
1) Fill out the tri-fold commitment card (in-person or online) you receive
from the church.
2) Include your financial contribution as well as a best estimate of the
time and talents you feel called to give to God and LiveOak Church.
3) On the church website (liveoak-church.org), go to the “Give” heading
and click on “How to Make a Recurring Gift”. Follow the instructions.
4) Thank you for your generous gift!
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1195 Sonny Drive

Leander, TX 78641

liveoak-church.org
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